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“How long O Lord, how long?” 
by Rev. Char Burch, Transitional Conference Minister 


“How long O Lord, how long?” That seems to be a 
common sentiment lately as the weeks drag on - 
even with the hope of some re-opening of 
businesses. Whether you have found creative use of 
time while at home, been counting the pennies in 
your bank account, or have experienced new 
Opportunities, it feels like it has been a long time in 
this uncertain state. 


lam reminded of the Biblical stories of the Exodus 
when the Hebrews left Egypt and wondered in the 
wilderness for 40 years. There was a lot of anxiety - 
and whining - about not knowing where they were going and what would 
be their “new normal” in a land that was different from what they had 
known. But during that time of uncertainty, they began to re-define 
themselves and consider what was important as they moved into a new 
beginning. 


Perhaps we are in the midst of some similarities in our transition. The 
pandemic is allowing us to see more clearly the issues of injustice as lower 
income areas are suffering from COVID-19 at a higher rate. In addition, 
certain segments of people have higher unemployment rates; are faced 
with evictions from homes; are needing food while farmers are needing to 
destroy crops. We are discovering how segmented we are as a country 
when we cannot get needed supplies from one place to another and don't 
seem to know how to even communicate about the need to do that. 


This time has been called by some as an opportunity for significant 
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transformation. | know we just want things to get back to some kind of 
Stability (please note that not everyone wants to go back to the way things 
were). However, as we move forward through this uncertain time, we have 
the opportunity to make things better as a society. As people of faith, we 
are called to ask questions that will help us become more aware of the 
reality of our society and correct the injustices. But its needs to begin with 
questions and listening deeply, and with not assumptions. 


As the Hebrews struggled for those 40 years in the wilderness, they learned 
about asking questions and redefining themselves as people of God, 
people of faith. 


| do not know how long COVID-19 will have a daily impact, and | do not 
know how things will change in the future. But | do know that difficult times 
provide opportunities for us to reaffirm and redefine who we are as 
Christians and how we live out our faith. God led the Hebrews through the 
wilderness, God will continue to lead us forward through this uncertain 
time! 


Blessings, Char 


COVID-19 Special Section 


Re-Opening Our Churches 
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When We Worship in-Person, Please Use Extreme Caution! 
by Transitional Conference Minister Char Burch 


As States begin to “re-open,” the question is being asked, “when can we 
have in-person worship?” Unfortunately, some of our states (especially in 
our region) seem to be ignoring the CDC strong recommendations. 
Although our churches are located in various geographical settings, | have 
listed five basic recommendations in an article on our website. 


All church leaders need to be involved in thinking concretely about how to 
re-open safely. During our Conference Tuesday Zoom Conversations with 
Clergy we will include the topic of re-opening to assist each other in 
considering how to do this safely. Meanwhile, the Spirit continues to be 
very much alive and active as we witness to God's love. 


Read the full article on our website. 


The Pandemic and Mental Health: Zoom Conversation 
for the Southeast Conference 


Monday, May 4, 2020 at 7 pm Eastern/6 pm Central 


Anxiety continues - as does the concern for mental health. How do we help 
ourselves and others cope with the stress - perhaps even greater as states 
consider opening up various parts of the economy? Are they ways we are 

able to identify those who are suffering from depression and other mental 
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challenges? Everyone is welcome to join the conversation! 


Featured presenter: The Rev. Sarah Lund, UCC Mental Health Network. 
Sarah is an ordained minister with standing in the United Church of Christ and 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). She serves on the UCC National Staff 
in a part-time position with the Wholeness Advocacy Team of Justice and Local 
Church Ministries, serving as the newly created Minister for Disabilities and 
Mental Health Justice. 


Register here: 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkfuGurjorHtUoxu9cxH750p 
f9jOiuw8sc 


May Zoom Meetings for Clergy 


For All Clergy - A hour of Conversations and Prayer 


e Tuesdays: (May 5, 12, 19, 26): 11 am Eastern/10 am Central. How 
might churches re-open and when? What will change? These are the 
questions that are beginning to emerge. Let’s think about this 
together. 

e Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 


For Specialized Ministers 


e Tuesday, May 26: 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
e Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 


Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


e Thursdays: (May 7, 14, 21, 28): 1:00 p.m. Eastern (12:00 Central). 20 
minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton.(For questions or to 
sign up for individual Therapeutic Harp Sessions, contact Jean at 
HeartSongjean@gmail.com.) Zoom link: 
https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 
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! TIPS AND TRICKS FOR ONLINE WORSHIP 


ASSOC. CONFERENCE MINISTER REV. HEATHER FOSBURGH 
AND COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR DON HARRIS 


Tips and Tricks for Online Worship Webinar Recording 
On Thursday, April 23, Southeast Conference Communications Director 
Don Harris and Associate Conference Minister Heather Fosburgh shared 
some of the tricks and tips they have discovered around online worship. If 


you missed it, don’t despair! You can find the video recording and slide deck 
on our website. 


National Setting of the UCC Provides Covid-19 Updates 


The national setting of the United Church of Christ continues to provide 
support and guidance to local churches, associations, and conferences 
during this global pandemic. Below are two of the most recent messages: 
one from the national officers, and one from our very own Barbara Baylor, 
the UCC Disaster Ministries’ Health Liaison and member of First 
Congregational in Atlanta. Read more on our website. 


UCC Insurance Board Webinars Provide Resources 


“Trust is not an Internal Control” was an important statement in the recent 
Insurance Board Webinar on Financial Ethics and Best Practices. There are 
many aspects to accountability and honoring the fact the people are giving 
gifts for the work of God in the world. A recording of the webinar can be 
accessed on the Insurance Board website at insuranceboard.org/online- 
learning. There are also other webinar recordings that might be of interest. 
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There upcoming webinar scheduled for May 5 at 2 pm is on Boundaries & 
Youth Ministry During COVID-19 featuring guest presenter Christy Schiller. 


Virtual Worship Service from the National Setting 


Knowing that clergy may want a break from the weekly strain of creating 
virtual worship services, Conference Ministers from around the 
denomination have created a worship service that is being offered for use. 
It will be released mid-May. The service can be downloaded and shared in 
its entirety or a worship team can choose to utilize various parts. Look for 
future notification about its release! 


Additional Resources as We Cope with COVID-19 


United Church of Christ Denominational Resources: The UCC has a 
wealth of information: https://www.ucc.org/coronavirus 

Insurance Board: There are also many resources on the UCC 
Insurance Board website: ww.insuranceboard.org 

Horizon Stewardship, an organization that partners with several 
United Methodist groups, has provided a variety of good resources for 
church leaders, including their series on “Resilient Leadership:” 
https://horizons.net/covid-19-resources/ 

Mental Health Resources: As the pandemic continues issues of 
mental health are becoming more prevalent as people are dealing 
with anxiety, fear, lack of routines, etc. The National Alliance on 
Mental Illness has a free resource created to assist during the COVID- 
19 crisis. Click to download. 

The UCC Mental Health Network has a helpful post about assisting 
others in dealing with isolation. Look for the article “Overcoming 
Isolation:” http://mhn-ucc.blogspot.com/ 


News from the Conference Office 


From the Generosity Coordinator 
by Min. Carrole Moss, Generosity Coordinator 
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Peace and blessings to all, 


Amidst this Covid-19 Pandemic, we remain hopeful, 
faithful, and continue to trust God. All of us have 
been infected with or affected by this virus, yet we 
still trust God. We know people who have succumbed 
to this disease, yet we continue to pray, reach out to 
each other and we trust and believe that GOD is still 
in control. Yes, GOD's GOT THE WHOLE WORLD IN 
GOD'S HANDS." Scripture teaches that we MUST trust 
GOD when life hurts. 


Psalm 146: 5-10 reads and encourages: 

"Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord 
their God. God is the Maker of heaven and earth, God is the maker of the seam 
ad everything in them--Hod remains faithful FOREVER. God upholds the cause of 
the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets prisoners free, the 
Lord gives sight t the blind, the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, the 
Lord loves the righteous. The Lord watches over the foreigner and sustains the 
fatherless and he widow, but God frustrates the ways of the wicked. The Lord 
reigns forever, your GodO Zion, for all generations. PRAISE THE LORD !!" 


A huge note of Congratulations to our churches who received a Cycle one, 
2020 Transforming Churches Transforming Lives grant award. Those 
receiving an award are: 


e Community Congregational UCC; Birmingham, AL 
e PATHWAYS Theological Education; Atlanta, GA 


Cycle two, 2020 applications will be available in September 2020. If you 
applied for a grant and it was not awarded, acknowledgment been sent. 
Please feel free to reach out to me directly. We appreciate all the work that 
you are doing, and are so impressed with your projects. 


We are so grateful for all of the ways that continue to support this 
conference, in the good times and the bad. We will get through this 
together. We really appreciate your contributions, your support, and most 
of all, your love for this Southeast Conference United Church of Christ. 


Please continue to be a source of support for each other, Let us continue to 
pray, shelter in, and know that we are ALWAYS stronger together. 


May God continue to keep us all, bless us all, and one day soon, we will be 
able to be in community one with the other, personally. In the meantime, | 
am So enjoying the virtual worship with all of our participating churches. 
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CONGRATULATIONS on a job well done. 


Peace and blessings, as we continue to JOURNEY, TOGETHER, 
THIS TOO SHALL PASS... 


Have a "Virtual Visit" by the Conference Staff 


Usually, Char Burch, Heather Fosburgh, and Carrole Moss would be visiting 
churches on Sundays, bringing greetings, preaching, etc. Since they are now 
unable to travel due to COVID-19, they have been amazed and appreciative 
of the creative virtual worship services of our local churches online. Even 
though we all are at home, the staff is willing to be with you virtually! They 
can join your church live via Zoom, or they can create a video that can be 
inserted within your worship. Just let them know! (hfosburgh@secucc.org; 
cmoss@secucc.org; cburch@secucc.org) 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2020. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of May 3 


Rush Memorial Congregational UCC; Atlanta, Georgia 
Mercy Monroe 

Patricia Hough 

Annette Nielsen 

Lisa Stewart 
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Week of May 10 


Phoenix Christian Church; Wildersville, Tennessee 
LaCretia Bellamy 

Marcia Free 

Warner Noles 

Andy Sidden 

Katharine Toledano 


Churches in Transition 


Central Congregational, Atlanta, GA; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Open Table, Mobile AL; Rush Memorial, 
Atlanta GA 


News from the Wider Church 


BE THE CHURCH Osrcase” 
Stay Home. Social Distance. Wash Your Hands. 


Check on the ats Live Stream Worship. 


Give electronica Support each other. 
Love God. Flatten the curve. Pray. Daily. 
concen urn. EO WE can all enjoy, this ie. 


Lew, Peeicaaiiera im 


Struggling with Social Media Posts? Free Help Has 
Arrived. 


from the UCC Communications Team 


During these times, we are exploring many new and exciting virtual tools 
for connecting as faith communities while being physically distant from one 
another. We know that social media is a very important tool for remaining 
meaningfully connected, but maintaining a fresh supply of content is a 
struggle. 


For this reason, we have developed a free collection of digital resources - 
social messaging and graphics - that we are making available to you for use 
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in this time. This is the second collection of these materials, which includes 
social media graphics and post starters (or "Social Seeds") for Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. We hope you will find these resources useful, 
especially in this time of virtual worship and community engagement. 


Visit the UCC Resources pages and Download for Free 


UCCLORG 


UCC Peace Face Masks 
Pre-order now. Shipping to begin at the end of May 2020. 


Keep yourself and loved ones safe during the COVID-19 pandemic with UCC 
face masks. Masks are constructed of two layers of lightweight moisture- 
wicking polyester fabric with elastic ear loops and a pocket for a removable 
filter (not included) to keep yourself as safe as possible from the virus. A 
HEPA filter would work well. Washable with filter removed. Hang to dry. 
Very stretchy and fits most with ease. These are non-medical grade masks. 


We may have to wear masks, but we don't have to hide who we are. Be the 
church as we pray for rapid resolution to the pandemic and the safety of 
family, friends, and those on the front lines. 


Proceeds from sales support the mission of the United Church of Christ and 
fund the National Setting’s ability to continue to respond to the ongoing 
needs of the church in these times of pandemic. 
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Sunday Communion Service 


for the Open and Affirming Family 


7 pm EDT every Sunday while the emergency continues 
Offering an inspiring message and music! 


zoom.us/j/5556624822 


ONA Coalition Stay-at-Home Activities 
From the Open and Affirming Coalition of the UCC 


Daily Morning Prayer for the Duration 


The UCC Opening and Affirming Coalition is hosting daily Morning Prayer 
from Monday through Saturday in our Zoom chapel. Times are 9 am and 12 
noon EDT. The 15-minute services are based on the ancient "Hours" of 
Christian prayer and include scripture, silence, intercessory prayer and 
Taizé chant. This is a great way to begin your day with centering prayer. 


Every Sunday evening at 7 pm EDT, the Coalition offers a service of virtual 
Holy Communion with music and a message. Members of any congregation 
- ONA or not - are welcome to these services, which will continue as long as 
stay-at-home orders remain in effect. ;Join us during the prayer times at 
zoom.uS/s/5556624822. 


2020 National Youth Event Postponed to 2022 


Due to the unforeseeable impact of COVID19 on the health, social, and 
physical distancing behaviors of the world, National Youth Event (NYE) at 
Purdue University is postponed until June 27-30, 2022. 


We are disappointed but not discouraged, and we have been hard at work 
to offer meaningful and faithful virtual gatherings this summer. We 
recognize this is not the same but nothing is the same. We look forward to 
welcoming all seniors for whom this may have been your last NYE to join us 
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virtually and in 2022 as youth ambassadors. 


Many of our original NYE presenters are excited to be able to put together 
meaningful content that will be shared via the web and will include live chat 
features during and after each premier. 


e On May 31st we will feature a video of LOVING YOUR NEIGHBOR IN 
QUARANTINE. 

e On June 28th we will feature a video of CREATIVITY AND JUSTICE IN 
QUARANTINE. 

e Please hold July 24-25 for a culminating interactive experience around 
UNITE THROUGH THE EXTRAORDINARY! More details and registration 
are soon to come and will be found on the NYE website. 


If you have any questions please reach out to either Rev. Trayce Potter at 
pottert@ucc.org or Rev. Tracy Howe Wispelwey at wispelweyt@ucc.org. 


News from our Local Congregations 
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South Carolina UCC Pastor Files Suit Challenging 
Absentee Voting Laws 


Rev. Dr. Jeremy Rutledge, Sr. Pastor of Circular Congregational Church in 
Charleston, South Carolina has joined with the NAACP Legal Defense Fund 
and the American Civil Liberties Union (and others) to file suit against the 
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State of South Carolina challenging the current absentee voting laws in that 
state. 


Rev. Rutledge was featured in an April 27, 2020 article on CNN.com written 
by Abby Phillip. “Rutledge, who lives with his wife and son, says he has for 
nearly 12 years suffered from a chronic autoimmune disorder that has 
caused scarring in his lungs. His doctors have warned him that a Covid-19 
infection could be a death sentence.” Read more on our website. 


Local Church Mission/Outreach Continue during the 
Pandemic 


Although many mission/outreach activities of local churches have been 
suspended, other opportunities have come forth. We would like to highlight 
some ways in which your church is responding to the needs around you. 
Send us an article, include a picture if possible and we will fill our 
Conference Connection with examples of how we are sharing our love! 


At Beloved Community Church, Birmingham AL, Pastor Jennifer Sanders 
and Phyllis Mark do the church’s Brown Box monthly food ministry 
distribution, rainy-morning pandemic style! (photo above) 


Virginia Highland Church, Atlanta GA decided that through April, 10% of 
all their electronically received contributions would be donated to “The 
Giving Kitchen,” an organization that offers food and other support to food 
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service workers laid off during the pandemic. 


Chaplains Create "Living" Thank You Card 
by Jennifer Crenshaw 


This photo captured the chaplains of TVHS (Tennessee Valley HealthCare 
System) Nashville campus. Our campus is an acute hospital setting and our 
Murfreesboro campus is our long term care and behavioral hospital. This is 
a living thank you card to the veteran that sewed our masks for us-we are 
in the chapel social distancing. We continue to hold space for worship to 
happen. We are taping our Wednesday services and we are doing three 
times a week Skype devotionals. We are all actually smiling :-). Our Chief of 
Chaplains is in the middle. 


by Marcia McFee 


As pastors, ritual artists and leaders, | Know you are working so hard right 
now to hold space for the people in your communities who are grieving, 
feeling anxious, struggling financially, and experiencing all sorts of 
heightened emotions while life as we know it is disrupted during the 
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COVID-19 pandemic. 


| have decided to create a simple two-hour evening experience on May 11th 
from 7pm - 9pm Eastern / 6pm - 8pm Central. This evening retreat 
experience is occurring on the evening | would have been starting my 
annual Elevation Retreat at Lake Tahoe, which had to be canceled. It is a 
time for you to simply come and decompress. Learn more by watching this 
brief video. 


| look forward to spending this time with you on May 11th. Save your spot 
by filling out the registration form, Until then, take care, friends 


> 


estival of 


OMILETICS 


Festival of Homiletics is now Online and Free 


from the Festival Organizers 


The Festival of Homiletics is moving online! And because there’s no better 
time than our current crisis to learn how to “preach a new earth,” 
registration for the virtual conference is totally FREE! In developing a virtual 
conference, we felt that it was important to have a variety of materials 
presented, to accomplish this, we created four different tracks: 


e Online worship services: There will be five online worship services to 
Start the day off right! 

e Lectures: Informative communications from some of your favorite 
speakers! 

e Sermon: Presented without a worship service, these sermons are still 
sure to pack a punch! 

e Interviews - NEW! To add a taste of the personal connection we all 
love about the festival. 

e Additionally, we are adding introductions and welcomes to start the 
day off with some familiar faces and ending each day with a musical 
offering! 
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The Festival itself will be presented in two formats - the virtual conference 
(still held the week of May 18-22, 2020), and the recording package with 
bonus materials. 


e Presented over the five days of the actual conference, each keynote 
will have a session during the week. We have created a schedule for 
the conference that you can find on our website 
(www.festivalofhomiletics.com) and in a program we will share as an 
interactive PDF in the welcome email. 

e All additional presentations or sermons will be part of the bonus 
materials recording package. These can be purchased for a small fee 
and give you on-demand access to all of the sessions beginning June 
1, 2020. Watch them on your own time and have access to them for 
365 days! 


Be inspired by God's Word proclaimed by some of the nation’s finest 
ministers and teachers. Experience the fellowship of hundreds of preachers 
in anew way. Learn and worship in the quiet of your own home, with an 
audience of thousands. Come renew, refresh, and recharge your spirit. 


Conference Calendar 


Clergy Conversations via Zoom 
Tuesday, May 5 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT (https://zoom.us/j/479440102) 


Mental Health Zoom Conversation 
Tuesday, May 5 @ 7:00 pm EDT 


Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, May 7 at 1:00 pm EDT (https://zoom.us/j/96976838422) 


Clergy Conversations via Zoom 
Tuesday, May 12 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT (https://zoom.us/j/479440102) 


Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, May 14 at 1:00 pm EDT (https://zoom.us/j/96976838422) 


Board of Directors Meeting 
Thursday, May 14 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm EDT 


Clergy Conversations via Zoom 
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Tuesday, May 19 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT (https://zoom. 


2/20/23, 1:38 PM 


.US/j/479440102) 


Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


Thursday, May 21 at 1:00 pm EDT (https://zoom.us/j/9697683842: 


Commission on Ministry Meeting 
Thursday, May 21 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm EDT 


Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


Tuesday, May 26 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EDT (https://zoom.us/j/= 


Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


Tuesday, May 26 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT (https://zoom.us/j/47944010: 


Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


Thursday, May 28 at 1:00 pm EDT (https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Conference Minister: Rev. Char Burch; cburch@sexc 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.ors 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.ore 
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